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Unit 3 Text Core/Foundation Reader 1: Don’t Wake the Animals!
Theme The world around us Subtheme Animals that hibernate
Genre Report Book band Core: Yellow; Foundation: Red
Sight words is, look, the, some, are, 

here, has, of, like, to, 
what, this, he, his, go, 
they, see, you

New words Core: autumn, leaves, yellow, orange, pretty, colours, 
animal, squirrel, nuts, seed, sleep, soon, log, dormouse, 
warm, nest, bats, huddle, keep, winter, don’t, wake, 
cosy, cave
Foundation: autumn, leaves, yellow, colours, squirrel, 
nuts, seeds, sleep, soon, dormouse, nest, bats, winter, 
animal, asleep, hang, warm

Phonics focus /h/, /m/, /r/, /d/ Comprehension 
strategies

Predicting, Summarising, Clarifying, Making 
Connections, Inferring (F)

Lesson 
resources

Starlight: Core Reader 1 (p. 29–42)
Starlight: Foundation Reader 1 (p. 29–42)
Starlight: Senior Infant Skills Book (p. 9–12)
Unit 3: Vocabulary lists (Core and Foundation)
Digital: Unit 3 Vocabulary Flashcards; Unit 3 sight word activity 

Cross-
curricular links

Maths – Time: The children could learn about and sequence the four seasons.
Maths – Sorting and categorising: The children could sort and categorise clothes that they might 
wear during each season.
Maths – Data: The children could collect data about the favourite season of their classmates and use it 
to create a bar chart.
Gaeilge: The children could learn about An fomhair. They could learn words for autumnal clothing, 
e.g. geansaí, hata, láimhíní and butaisí. 
SESE – Geography: The children could create a hedgehog hibernation refuge (hibernaculum) in the 
yard to show their care for the world around them.
SESE – Science: The children could learn all about why animals hibernate.
Art: The children could create fabric and fi bre pictures of hedgehogs, using fallen leaves for the spikes. 
The children could also create watercolour pictures, using autumn colours.
PE: The children could go on a nature walk in search for signs of autumn (conkers, red and brown 
leaves, etc.).

Games/
Activities

Rhyme: ‘Five Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Gate’ (YouTube).
Song: ‘Autumn Leaves are Falling Down’.
Books: Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and ‘The Kissing Hand’ by Audrey Penn (read-aloud versions on 
YouTube).

Aistear Links Sociodramatic play: The children could create a veterinary surgery, using doctor’s equipment. They could do 
check-ups on animal puppets, and have the animal puppets discuss how they will prepare for hibernation.
Small world: The children could use small fi gures to play vets and to show caring for animals.
Construction: The children could create a hibernaculum and a ‘bug hotel’ to facilitate hibernation in the 
school yard. They could construct ‘Do not disturb’ signs to put up next to the hibernaculum.
Creative play: The children could sculpt their favourite wild animals from playdough.
Sand area: The children could dig rabbit and fox dens in the sand and discuss the kinds of animals that 
hibernate underground.

Differentiation Reading Teachers can differentiate by using either the Foundation or the Core reader.
A full list of levelled readers at a variety of book band levels for the theme of ‘The 
world around us’ can be found on p. 104 of the Teacher’s Guide. 

Writing All children carry out the same writing task (Starlight Skills Book p. 12). Writing is 
differentiated by outcome.

Assessment Running record – Unit 3, Core Reader 1: Don’t Wake the Animals!
Running record – Unit 3, Foundation Reader 1: Don't Wake the Animals!
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Reading outcomes

Element Learning 
outcome

The child should be able to …

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy reading and sharing their interpretation of a report
Understanding LO 3 Understand conventions of print, including the function of a book cover

LO 5 Recognise the sight words: is, look, the, some, are, here, has, of, like, to, what, 
this, he, his, go, they, see, you
Read a range of sight words, words containing short and long vowel sounds, 
and longer sentences
Use cues from pictures to read

LO 6 Acquire new vocabulary from a report (see new words lists)
Exploring and using LO 7 Understand that a report gives us information about real-life topics

Use language imaginatively in response to a report
LO 8 and LO 9 Summarise and retell the main points of information in a report in sequence

Ask and answer questions about the information within a report
Demonstrate prior knowledge of topics explored in a report
Make predictions and inferences about a report
Make connections with a report
Clarify events and information in the report

LO 10 Read a simple report supported by illustrations, with improving pace, phrasing 
and fl uency 

Writing outcomes

Element Learning 
outcome

The child should be able to …

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy copying print, tracing and writing words and completing sentences
Understanding LO 3 Use correct word order and sentence structure most of the time

LO 4 Copy print
Write sight words independently
Write complete simple sentences

LO 5 Use new vocabulary about the seasons in their writing
Exploring and using LO 6 Draw and write longer sentences about the seasons

LO 7 Use the topic of ‘The seasons’ to write a simple text with support from their 
teacher

LO 9 Write upper- and lower-case letters confi dently
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