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Unit 8 Texts Text 8a: ‘Happy Birthday to You!’
Text 8b: ‘My Baby Brother’s Birthday’ / 
‘Waiting’

Theme Special occasions Subtheme Birthdays
Genre Poetry Book band Gold
Phonics focus The digraph ‘th’ Comprehension 

skills/strategies
Making connections, Determining 
importance, Self-questioning, Inferring, 
Visualising, Comparing (prompts),
Summarising key message (Skills Book 
p. 62), Comparing and contrasting (Skills 
Book p. 66)

Vocabulary 
strategy

Text 8a: Match the meaning, 
Compound words, Rhyming 
words
Text 8b: Synonyms

Grammar Text 8a: Contractions
Text 8b: Revision – verbs, speech marks, 
plurals

Focus words Text 8a: birthdays, toad, doorknob, clam, sour, gooseberry
Text 8b: affair, frosting, splattered, pounded, simply, shines, today, numb

Lesson 
resources

 Starlight : 2nd Class Core Reader (pp. 60–63)
Starlight : 2nd Class Skills Book (pp. 62–69)
Digital: Unit 8a Grammar activity: Contractions; Unit 8b Grammar activity: Grammar revision
Digital: Unit 8a: Digital writing display (printable)
Phonics printable worksheet – 08. Birthdays
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (1)
Below-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)
Above-level printable worksheet – 8a Special occasion poems (2)

*Interactive 
Reader lesson 
resources

Unit 8: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 8a: Vocabulary fl ashcards; Unit 8b: Vocabulary fl ashcards
Unit 8a: Interactive Reader; Unit 8b: Interactive Reader

Writing Unit 8a: Display and discuss the features of an acrostic poem, using the examples about cats and dogs 
on the Unit 8a digital writing display. Use the template at the bottom of the display to model writing an 
acrostic poem about winter. Then use the template on p. 65 of the Skills Book to complete shared writing 
of an acrostic poem about a party. 
Unit 8b: Children use the template on p. 69 of the Skills Book to plan and write their own acrostic 
poem about cake. Children could then write another acrostic poem on their own choice of topic in their 
copybooks.
There is a traffi c-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their 
independent writing.

Cross-
curricular 
links

Gaeilge – Ocáidí speisialta
SPHE – Myself – Self-identity
History – Myself and my family – Myself
Visual Arts – Painting and colour – Painting

Games/
Activities

Paint a picture of the birthday train from the second poem in Unit 8b.
Hang a timeline in the class with everybody’s birthday marked on it.
Paint a self-portrait – include some of the things that you like to do.
Make a personal profi le of yourself.
Find your place on a timeline of your family.
Get the class to put themselves into the order that their birthdays come in the year – they are not allowed 
to speak while doing so!
Éist leis an scéal Lá Breithe Chití! le Valerie Thomas agus Korky Paul. Máirtín Ó Cléirigh a d’aistrigh.

2nd Class Core Reader:
Unit 8 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
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Differentiation Levelled readers Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers 
organised by theme and genre.

Writing All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book pp. 65 and 69). Writing is 
differentiated by outcome.

Printable 
worksheets

Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from 
FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

Assessment Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own acrostic poetry using smiley faces
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their acrostic poem to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 8 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts 
Conferencing
Teacher observation 
Read aloud performance
Christmas Assessment (Termly Assessment 2: Core Reader Units 5–8). See page 196. NB: The termly 
assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline

* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.

Reading outcomes
Element Learning 

outcome
The child should be able to...

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy engaging with poems about birthdays
Interpret and summarise the main message in the poem ‘Happy Birthday to Me!’.

LO 2 Enjoy sharing experiences with the poems

Understanding LO 3 Use conventions of print to help to understand the text and also to allow for the 
correct phrasing of the poem

LO 4 Play with and recognise rhyming sounds and discuss their importance to the fl ow of 
the poems

LO 5 Recognise a range of high-frequency words, including contractions (e.g. can’t, isn’t, 
won’t, wasn’t, etc.)
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘th’ at the beginning, in the middle and at the end 
of words

LO 6 Acquire new vocabulary from the two poems
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including 
compound words and rhyming words

Exploring and 
using

LO 7 Read and identify the features of a poem such as rhyme, pace, structure, etc. 

LO 8 and 
LO 9

Read and understand the two poems about birthdays
Identify the main ideas and key points in the poems and determine their importance
Make connections with these poems and other poems or occasions in their own lives
Generate and respond to questions on the two poems, including summarising the key 
message
Use a range of comprehension strategies to engage with the poems 

LO 10 Read a poem with good pace, phrasing and expression
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Writing outcomes
Element Learning 

outcome
The child should be able to...

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy planning an acrostic poem for and with others

LO 2 Choose appropriate content and topics for writing their own acrostic poem for 
sharing with others

Understanding LO 4 Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words
Use a range of editing tools to self-correct their own acrostic poem

LO 5 Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing their 
acrostic poem
Use vocabulary and high-frequency words from the text in writing their own 
acrostic poem

Exploring and 
using

LO 6 Elaborate on details in their poem and develop ideas further, using appropriate 
language while exploring their own style

LO 7 Independently plan and gather information to write an acrostic poem
Engage with the writing process to create an acrostic poem

LO 8 Share their acrostic poem orally with a group/whole class, reading it the way they 
intended it to be read
Discuss the various imagery used in the acrostic poem and why they chose these 
words

Literacy development prompts
Unit 8a: ‘Happy Birthday to You!’

Page Type Prompt

60 Comprehension:
making connections

The title of this poem is ‘Happy Birthday to You!’. When is your birthday? Turn to 
your partner and tell them.

60 Genre: poetry What kind of a text do you think this is? Why do you think this? 

60 Phonological awareness:
rhyming words

Look at the word ‘potatoes’. Can you fi nd a word that rhymes with it? Can you 
fi nd any other pairs of rhyming words?

60 Grammar:
question marks

Look at this sign [?]. It is a question mark. It is used when you are asking a 
question.

61 Comprehension:
determining importance

The poet must want us to pay close attention to the words ‘ARE YOU’. They are 
written in capital letters. Why do you think this is?

61 Grammar:
contractions

Remember, a contraction is when two words are joined together to make them 
shorter. Some letters are left out. The missing letters are replaced with an 
apostrophe. ‘Wasn’t’ is short for ‘was not’. Do you know what ‘isn’t’ and ‘doesn’t’ 
are short for?

61 Comprehension:
self-questioning

‘I am what I am! That’s a great thing to be!’
What is great about you?

61 Comprehension:
inferring 

Is there a message in this poem? What do you think it is?
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Unit 8b: ‘My Baby Brother’s Birthday’

Page Type Prompt

62 Vocabulary development Can you think of other words to replace the word ‘fabulous’?

62 Comprehension: visualising Read the list of things that the author’s baby brother did at the party. Can you 
picture the scene? Would you enjoy a party like this?

62 Comprehension: making 
connections/comparing

Think of the last birthday party you had. How was the party in the poem 
different or similar to yours? Discuss this with a partner.

62 Phonological awareness The word ‘affair’ rhymes with ‘hair’. Can you fi nd other rhyming pairs in the 
poem?

63 Comprehension: making 
connections

The title of this poem is ‘Waiting’. Have you ever waited a long time for 
something? 

63 Vocabulary development Look at the words on the second line ‘but I bet it’s neat’. What do you think the 
poet means? Can you think of other words to replace the word ‘neat’ here? 

63 Comprehension: inferring Do you think the child is looking forward to his or her birthday? Give reasons 
for your answer. 

64 Comprehension: inferring Would it be true to say the poet Robert Pottle has a wonderful imagination? 
Why do you think this?
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