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Unit 4 Texts Text 4a: Animals are Amazing!
Text 4b: The Incredible Giraffe

Theme Animals Subtheme Amazing animals

Genre Report Book band Orange

Phonics focus R-controlled vowels (er) 
(e.g. quicker, faster, water, smaller)
The digraph ‘ch’

Comprehension 
skills/strategies

Determining importance, Making 
connections, Clarifying, Visualising, Making 
comparisons, Self-questioning (prompts), 
Fact or opinion (Skills Book p. 30) 

Vocabulary 
strategy

Text 4a: Infl ected endings (-est)
Text 4b: Infl ected endings (-ing)

Grammar Text 4a: Exclamation marks
Text 4b: Full stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks

Focus words Text 4a: amazing, cheetah, metres, peregrine falcon, sail fi sh, elephant, weigh, anaconda, whole, giant 
tortoise
Text 4b: giraffes, world, reach, high, tongue, kilograms, tired, hour, groups, tower

Lesson 
resources

Starlight : 1st Class Core Reader (pp. 28–35)
Starlight : 1st Class Skills Book (pp. 30–37)
Digital: Unit 4a Grammar activity: Exclamation marks; Unit 4b Grammar activity: End punctuation 
review
Phonics printable worksheet – 04. Amazing animals
Below-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Above-level printable worksheet – 4a Animals are Amazing!
Below-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe
Above-level printable worksheet – 4b The Incredible Giraffe

*Interactive 
Reader lesson 
resources

Unit 4: Genre video (Report)
Unit 4: Comprehension strategy displays
Unit 4a: Vocabulary fl ashcards; Unit 4b: Vocabulary fl ashcards
Unit 4a: Interactive Reader; Unit 4b: Interactive Reader

Writing Unit 4a: Children use the template on p. 33 of the Skills Book to assist them in planning their own report 
about bats.
Unit 4b: Children use the template on p. 37 of the Skills Book to write a report about bats, using the 
plan they completed on p. 33 for support. 
There is a traffi c-light smiley-face panel at the bottom of the page for the children to self-assess their 
independent writing.

Cross-curricular 
links

SESE – Living things – Plants and animals
Maths – Measures – Metres/kilograms/kilometres
PE – Gymnastics – Animal movements

Games/
Activities

Read the story Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae.
Play ‘Who Am I?’, using animals from Text 4a.
Ask the children to draw a picture of their favourite amazing animal and write words or phrases around 
it. For example, if they draw a cheetah, they write the words ‘spotted’ or ‘really fast’ around it.
Create printouts of the focus words and put them in a hat. Children take turns to pick a word and put it 
in a sentence.

1st Class Core Reader:
Unit 4 – Guided Reading and Writing Lesson Plan
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Reading outcomes
Element Learning 

outcome
The child should be able to...

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy engaging with a report about animals

Understanding LO 3 Understand conventions of print, including punctuation marks

LO 5 Recognise a range of high-frequency words (e.g. over, too, your, or)
Recognise a range of words with letter patterns and digraphs, including r-controlled 
vowels
Recognise and sound the digraph ‘ch’

LO 6 Acquire new vocabulary from a report
Use a range of strategies to understand and discuss new words in a text, including 
prefi xes, suffi xes, homonyms and root words

Exploring and 
using

LO 7 Read and identify the features of a report

LO 8 and 
LO 9

Read and understand a report about animals
Identify the main ideas and key points in a report and determine their importance
Make connections with a report on animals
Generate and respond to questions on a report
Visualise aspects of a report to facilitate comprehension

LO 10 Read a report with good pace, phrasing and expression

Writing outcomes
Element Learning 

outcome
The child should be able to...

Communicating LO 1 Enjoy planning and writing a report for others

Understanding LO 4 Use consonants and vowels in approximate spelling
Spell high-frequency and familiar words

LO 5 Use new vocabulary removed from their personal experience when writing a report

Exploring and 
using

LO 7 Independently plan and gather information to write a report about bats
Engage with the writing process to create a report about bats

Differentiation Levelled readers Please see page 222 for a list of levelled readers from a variety of publishers 
organised by theme and genre.

Printable 
worksheets

Below- and above-level printable worksheets are available to download from 
FolensOnline for each of the two texts.

Writing activities All children carry out the same writing task (Skills Book p. 37). Writing is 
differentiated by outcome.

Assessment Self-assessment: Children self-assess their own report using smiley faces
Genre-writing checklists are also available at FolensOnline for pupils to self-assess their own writing
Portfolio assessment: Children can add their report to an assessment portfolio
Teacher-designed tests and tasks: Teachers could create a running record for the Unit 4 texts
Questioning: Use the Interactive Reader prompts
Conferencing
Teacher observation
Halloween Assessment (Termly Assessment 1: Core Reader Units 1–4). See page 95.
NB: The termly assessments are also available to download at FolensOnline

* The Interactive Reader lesson resources provide support for whole-class teaching of literacy and are available to purchase.
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Literacy development prompts
Unit 4a: Animals are Amazing!

Page Type Prompt

28 Genre: report What kind of text do you think this is? Why do you think that?

28 Vocabulary 
development

Can you think of any words that have a similar meaning to ‘amazing’?

28 Comprehension: 
determining 
importance

The fi rst sentence of this paragraph is ‘There are lots of amazing animals’. This sentence 
tells you the main idea of this text. It’s a good idea to state the main idea of a text near the 
start so that the reader knows what the text is going to be about.

28 Vocabulary 
development: 
antonyms

Look at the words ‘fast’, ‘tall’ and ‘big’. Can you think of words that mean the opposite 
of these words?

29 Phonics: -er Look at the words ‘quicker’ and ‘faster’. They both end with the letters ‘er’. When a vowel is 
followed by an ‘r’, it changes the sound the vowel makes. The letters ‘er’ together make the 
sound /er/ as in ‘fi nger’ and ‘water’.

29 Vocabulary 
development:
comparatives

The words ‘faster’ and ‘fastest’ are used to compare how fast things move. What two words 
would you use to compare how slowly things move? What about how tall something is?

29 Genre: report Look at the sentence ‘It can run about 30 metres in 1 second’. This sentence is a fact. A fact 
is something that is always true. Reports usually contain lots of facts.

29 Comprehension: 
determining 
importance

What do you think the main idea of this paragraph is?

30 Comprehension: 
visualising

The author states that an elephant is more than two times as tall as a man. Making pictures 
in your head can sometimes help you understand a text better. Think about how tall a man is. 
Can you think of anything else that might be two times as tall as a man?

30 Grammar: 
exclamation 
marks

Look at these marks. These are called exclamation marks. Exclamation marks are used at 
the end of an exciting sentence like ‘Stop that thief!’ They can also be used in a sentence 
that contains a surprising or amazing fact. For example, when we read about the blue whale, 
we read that ‘It can weigh about the same as 25 elephants!’ How many exclamation marks 
can you fi nd in this report?

30 Comprehension The author states that an anaconda can eat a whole pig in one go. Do you think this is 
amazing? Why?

31 Vocabulary 
development

Look at the picture of the giant tortoise. Can you think of three words to describe it?

31 Comprehension: 
making 
connections

What animal do you think is the most amazing? Why do you think this?
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Unit 4b: The Incredible Giraffe

Page Type Prompt

32 Genre: report The title of this text is ‘The Incredible Giraffe’. What type of text do you think this is?

32 Vocabulary 
development: 
root words

Look at the word ‘tallest’. What little word can you see in this word?

32 Vocabulary 
development

The giraffe is nearly ‘two times as tall as a tractor’. Another way to say this is ‘The 
giraffe is nearly twice as tall as a tractor’.

32 Comprehension: 
determining importance

What is the main idea of this page? If you had to give the page a heading, what 
would it be?

33 Vocabulary 
development: prefi xes

Look at the word ‘unusual’. It is made up of the prefi x ‘un’ and the word ‘usual’. The 
prefi x ‘un’ means ‘not’. So the word ‘unusual’ means ‘not usual’. The prefi x ‘un’ is also 
used in words like ‘unhappy’ and ‘unhealthy’. Can you think of any other words with 
the prefi x ‘un’?

33 Comprehension: 
comparing

What do you think is the most unusual thing about a giraffe’s tongue? Can you think 
of any other creatures that have unusual features?

33 Vocabulary 
development: 
homonyms

Look at the word ‘leaves’. This word has two meanings. In this sentence, it means the 
leaves that you see on a tree. But the word ‘leaves’ can also mean to go away or out 
of a place. For example, Susan leaves the house every day at eight o’clock.

34 Vocabulary 
development: prefi xes

Look at the word ‘kilograms’. It is made up of the words ‘kilo’ and ‘grams’. The word 
‘kilo’ means thousand. So a kilogram is a thousand grams.

34 Comprehension: 
clarifying

When you read this sentence fi rst, you might have been confused. That’s because 
you might not think that leaves contain water. But then you might think that about 
fruits like oranges and tomatoes. They are juicy and full of water. In fact, most foods 
contain water.

34 Phonological 
awareness

Look at the words ‘about’, ‘does’ and ‘because’. These words are all known as tricky 
words or sight words. This is because you cannot sound them out. You need to 
recognise them by sight.

35 Vocabulary 
development: 
infl ected endings (-ing) 

Look at the word ‘eating’. It is made up of the word ‘eat’ and the ending ‘ing’. Can you 
fi nd another word with an ‘ing’ ending on this page?

35 Vocabulary 
development: 
collective nouns

The author tells us that a group of giraffes is called a tower. Do you think this is a 
good name for a group of giraffes? Why or why not? Do you know what a group of 
sheep is called? What about a group of lions?

35 Comprehension: 
self-questioning

Do you have any questions about this report? Would you be able to explain it to 
someone else?
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