
HOT TOPIC

Mudslide in southern California
On 9 January 2018, a mudslide swept 
through southern California killing at 
least 17 people and leaving many more 
still missing. The mudslide destroyed a 
wealthy area of Los Angeles, home to 
many celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey 
and Ellen DeGeneres. It destroyed 100 
homes and over 50 people were airlifted 
to safety from the roofs of their homes. 
Unfortunately, only 10–15 per cent of 
residents heeded warnings issued by 
local authorities to leave their homes. 
The mudslides moved rapidly through 
the area due to a recent fire that had 
removed local vegetation. These trees 
and shrubs would to some degree have 
slowed its path of destruction.  Source

REAL WORLD GEOGRAPHY: Topic 9 (Mass movement)

Learning outcome 1.3 analyse the processes and effects of weathering and mass movement 
on our landscape 

CLASSROOM ENGAGEMENT

Active Teaching Methodologies Booklet (PDST)
Here is a booklet, devised by the PDST, that examines various ways to bring active teaching 
methodologies into the classroom. There are various strategies for incorporating differentiation, 
ongoing assessment, numeracy, literacy, group work and inquiry-based learning that would be 
perfect for the geography classroom.  Source

EXAM TIP
For those teaching Third Year, why not try some of the graphic organisers listed in this booklet, 
devised by the PDST, to help your students organise and revise their geography material as 
upcoming mock examinations approach.  Source
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https://www.independent.ie/world-news/north-america/death-toll-rises-after-california-mudslides-as-search-goes-on-for-those-missing-36477926.html
http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Integrated%20Approach%20to%20T%20%26%20L.pdf
http://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/PDST%20GRAPHIC%20ORGANISER%20ENG%20FINAL.pdf


THIS MONTH IN 2001 …

Major earthquake hit El Salvador
On 13 January 2001, an earthquake measuring 7.6 
on the Richter scale hit off the coast of El Salvador. 
The epicentre of the quake was only 105 km from 
the capital, San Salvador. A landslide was also 
triggered in the area destroying over 400 houses. 
In total 844 people were killed, 4,723 were injured 
and over 100,000 homes were destroyed. The 
natural disaster resulted in the displacement of 
whole communities. Source

REAL WORLD GEOGRAPHY: Topic 4 (Earthquakes part 1)

Learning outcome 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution of volcanoes, earthquakes, 
and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics and structure of the Earth  

VIDEO OF THE MONTH
Here is a link to a 3.21 minute YouTube video created 
by Stockholm Resilience Centre TV and narrated by 
the actor Edward Norton, a Goodwill Ambassador to 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. It examines 
the location of the main areas of biodiversity on the 
Earth and the nearby continued rapid growth of urban 
areas. It looks at the need for sustainable cities. 

Click on the image to the right, to watch.

REAL WORLD GEOGRAPHY: Topic 44 (Globalisation) 

Learning outcome 3.9 synthesise their learning of population, settlement and human 
development within the process of globalisation 

FASCINATING FACT

Climate change centre opens in Wicklow
The world’s first dedicated climate change centre opened in Powerscourt House, Co. Wicklow on 
Wednesday, 10 January 2018. The Cool Planet Experience, founded by Norman Crowley, aims to 
give the true story of climate change. The centre includes a model city that needs to be saved from 
natural disasters, and extreme weather rooms. School tours to the centre are free.  Source

REAL WORLD GEOGRAPHY: Topic 31 (Climate change)

Learning outcome 2.6 examine the causes and implications of climate change

SAVE THE DATE
The BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition took place 10–13 January 2018 in the RDS. 
Students and teachers alike could find inspiration here for creating their own 2019 project. 
Remember, geographical projects are accepted under topic headings such as Earth and space, 
geology, demography – the list is endless.  Source

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPi4zwEpswE
http://www.recoveryplatform.org/countries_and_disasters/disaster/30/el_salvador_earthquake_2001
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/energy-and-resources/richard-branson-cuts-ribbon-on-wicklow-climate-change-visitor-centre-1.3350851
http://btyoungscientist.com/how-to-get-involved/

