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Go on a nature walk to observe the changes in the local natural environment during each season. Choose a local tree to revisit and observe throughout the seasons. Explore the hedgehog in autumn, the holly tree in winter, the blue tit in spring and the daisy in summer.
	Notes

	In the Student Book, space is dedicated to noting changes in the chosen local tree in winter and in summer. However, seasonal changes in the local tree should be observed and discussed for all four seasons. 


	Materials
	Books
	Useful Links

	· White paper

· Crayons 
	· Robin’s Winter Song by Suzanne Barton

· Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson

· Say Hi to Hedgehogs! by Jane McGuinness 

· Little Acorns by Melanie Joyce

· Naturama by Michael Fewer
	1. 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.noticenature.ie"

www.noticenature.ie
 

2. 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.leavenotraceireland.org"

www.leavenotraceireland.org

3. www.facebook.com/hedgehogrescuedublin


	Key Vocabulary

	Autumn
	Winter
	Spring
	Summer

	colour 

leaves

ground 

falling 

red

brown 

yellow 

green 

hedgehog 

spines 

hibernation 
	bare

cold 

brown 

leaves 

few

branches 

evergreen tree 

icicle 

berries 
	nest

bird

insect 

bud 

growth 

new 

wing 

breast

beak 

tail 

leg 
	insects

flowers

leaves

birds 

green 

nests 

hay 

bee

butterfly 


	Integration

	Music: Listen and respond to The Four Seasons by Vivaldi. 

Visual Arts: Respond to Sunflowers by Van Gogh. Paint a picture of flowers. Create autumnal prints on paper or clay using leaves, pine cones and other textural natural materials. 

Language: Listen and respond to the poem ‘The Hedgehog’ by Edith King. In addition, ‘Animals that Hibernate’ is a unit in Folens Starlight Primary English programme for Senior Infants. The Oral Language Poster, Big Book and Class Reader could be used to support the topic of hibernation. 

Drama: Replicate the seasons through movement and mime.


	Home/Parental Involvement

	Discuss key signs of each season throughout the year when out on walks with the family or in the garden. 


	Theme Overview

	D indicates an Explorers Digital Resource on FolensOnline.

P indicates an Explorers Print Resource in the Explorers Student Book/Printable on FolensOnline.ie.

	LESSON 1
	LESSON 2
	LESSON 3

	AUTUMN
	Focus: Signs of autumn
	Focus: Hedgehogs 
	Focus: Hibernation 

	
	D Signs of Autumn: Story
Listen to the story. Discuss the signs of autumn.

P Autumn Walk p. 12

Predict what signs of autumn will be seen. 

Go on an autumn walk. 

Pick a tree to observe throughout the year. 

Tick the signs of autumn that you see. 

D Signs of Autumn: Explore

Recap the signs of autumn.

D Signs of Autumn: Label

Label the signs of autumn.
	D The Hedgehog: Story
Watch the video and discuss hedgehogs. Where do they live? What do they eat? What do they do when they feel frightened? 

P The Hedgehog p. 13

Complete the picture of the hedgehog. Draw its eyes, mouth and spines. 

Draw a picture to show how a hedgehog looks when it is scared.
	Discuss the meaning of ‘hibernation’. 

Choose a suitable book on hibernation, e.g. Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson.

Listen and respond to the story.

Draw a picture of some animals that hibernate over winter. 

	WINTER
	Focus: Signs of winter
	Focus: A tree in winter 
	Focus: Picture of a tree in winter 

	
	D Signs of Winter: Story
Listen to the story. Discuss the signs of winter.

P Winter Walk p. 22 

Predict what signs of winter will be seen. 

Go on a winter walk. 

Tick the signs of winter that you see. 

D Signs of Winter: Explore

Recap the signs of winter.

D Signs of Winter: Label

Label the signs of winter.
	Recap signs of winter (e.g. no leaves, bare trees, frost). 

D The Holly Tree: Story
Learn about the holly tree.

Predict what the local tree will look like now that it is winter time. 

Visit the local tree chosen during the autumn walk. Were the children correct in their predictions? Carry out bark rubbings. 
	P A Tree in Winter p. 23

Draw a picture of a tree either from a viewing point indoors or as an outdoor activity. 

Discuss what the children like about winter.

	SPRING
	Focus: Signs of spring
	Focus: Bird life 
	Focus: Parts of a bird 

	
	D Signs of Spring: Story
Listen to the story. Discuss the signs of spring. 

P Spring Walk p. 36

Predict what signs of spring will be seen. 

Go on a spring walk. 

Tick the signs of spring that you see. 

D Signs of Spring: Explore

Recap the signs of spring.

D Signs of Spring: Label

Label the signs of spring.
	D Spring: The Blue Tit
Watch the video and discuss the blue tit. Where does it live? What does it like to eat? Will we find birds outside our school?

Explore the environment outside school for signs of bird life. 

Listen for bird song. Observe any birds in trees, flying overhead or on the ground. 
	D The Blue Tit: Story
Recap and discuss. 

P Parts of a Bird p. 37

Discuss the parts of a bird. What is each part used for? 

Children complete their own picture of a bird. 

Challenge: What is a bird’s home called?

	SUMMER
	Focus: Signs of summer
	Focus: A tree in summer
	Focus: Picture of a tree in summer

	
	D Signs of Summer: Story

Listen to the story. Discuss the signs of summer. 

P Summer Walk p. 46

Predict what signs of summer will be seen. 

Go on a summer walk. 

Tick the signs of summer that you see.

D Signs of Summer: Explore

Recap the signs of summer.

D Signs of Summer: Label

Label the signs of summer.
	D The Daisy: Story
Learn about daisies.

Predict what the local tree will look like now that it is summer time. 

Return to the chosen tree. 
Observe and discuss any changes. Carry out bark rubbings and leaf rubbings. 
	Recap key changes observed in the local tree since our last visit in spring. 

P A Tree in Summer p. 47

Draw a picture of the local tree in summer. 

Challenge: Label parts of the tree. 


	Curriculum Information

	History

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Story: Stories

· Discuss the chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story

· Express or record stories through art work, drama, music, mime and movement and using information and communication technologies
	Working as a historian

· Time and chronology

· Using evidence

· Communication

	Geography

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Natural environments: The local natural environment 

· Become aware of, explore and discuss some aspects of natural environments in the immediate locality of the school 

· Record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and pictures 

Environmental awareness and care: Caring for my locality 

· Observe, discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment
	A sense of place and space

· A sense of place

· A sense of space

Maps, globes and graphical skills

· Picturing places

Geographical investigation skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

	Science

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Living things: Plants and animals 

Variety and characteristics of living things

· Observe, discuss and identify a variety of plants and animals in different habitats in the immediate environment

· Recognise and identify the external parts of living things

Processes of life

· Become aware that animals and plants undergo seasonal change in appearance or behaviour

· Observe growth and change in some living things
	Working scientifically

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

Designing and making

· Exploring

· Planning

· Making

· Evaluating





